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hours, and the abolition of shifts, which is almost
certain to follow, seeing that a 13^-hour day is quite
the maximum possible. This loss of labour has
been roughly estimated at about one-sixth, or in
other words, some 35,000 mill-workers will perhaps
be thrown out of employment. When this legisla-
tion is firmly established there will doubtless be a
further extension of mills, the erection of which will
tend to absorb all superfluous labour, but meanwhile
the possibility of this wholesale dismissal is the one
serious practical objection to the proposed legislation.
As a matter of fact it cannot be said with any truth
that the operatives have been in any degree over-
worked, for the actual hours of labour put in by any
of them on time wage seldom exceeded eleven hours,
though of course the piece-workers put in as much
work as they liked to make money for themselves.
Besides this fact there were the casual and regular
holidays so freely taken, that they reduced the
average hours of labour year in and year out to
quite a moderate quantity. At the same time there
has always been a certain amount of discontent at
the nominally long hours during which the mill
engines worked, and there was always the tempta-
tion for the more avaricious mill-owners rather to
exceed moderation, if it were possible, so that it is
not altogether unreasonable that their ardour and
energy should be restrained by law.
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